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Butterflies and Consequences

In 1952 Collier’s magazine published a short story by
science fiction writer Ray Bradbury in which a time
traveler accidentally kills a prehistoric butterfly.
Upon returning to the future he finds that his world is
different; history has been altered for the worse,
presumably because of a chain reaction of events that
are the accumulated consequences of this one small
death. Barbara Kingsolver’s award winning 2012
novel tells a tale of “the butterfly effect” not in
prehistory as science fiction, but in the present day as
a very real possibility.

Featured this Month
Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver

Flight Behavior begins with the flight of its heroine
-- Dellarobia Turnbow -- from the dreary realities of
her life. Pregnant and married at 17, she's the barely
respected, minimally regarded daughter-in-law of
Bear and Hester, whose gentle but unambitious son,
Cub, still works the family farm. Walking through a
torrential autumn rain toward an illicit tryst in the
farm's wood lot, Dellarobia's fevered yearning for
something beyond the mundanities of sheep shearing,
diapers, and  dirty dishes is fulfilled in a most
unexpected way -- an apparition of a forest aflame
with an organic fire.

The vision that she later cautiously reports is taken
by the religious in her rural Tennessee community to
be a revelation from God -- and indeed it might be.
Scientists who appear on the scene soon thereafter
see it as a sign of a small "a" apocalypse. The
orange fire in the trees of the Turnbow farm is a
colony of monarch butterflies whose migratory
pattern has been disrupted by climate change.
Normally overwintering in Mexico, they have turned
up instead on a mountainside so far north that their
mass extinction as winter comes on seems inevitable.

Flight

Behavior

Dellarobia's discovery awakens in her both a sense of
responsibility for the butterflies as well as an
intellectual curiosity she had left behind with her
dreams of going to college and escaping small town
life in an economically depressed region. Also
prompting her involvement is the interest of her
young son, who already seems to have the makings
of a scientist. So when the leading expert on
monarchs, an African-American Cornell professor,
named Ovid Byron arrives, Dellarobia is drawn
toward the information he possesses and later toward
his companionship, his work, and the larger world in
which the plight of the monarchs portends issues of
global importance.

Throughout the novel Kingsolver slyly juxtaposes
Dellarobia's narrow experience and pragmatic, down-
home sense with the grand tenets of the
environmental movement. Truly one of the cleverest
scenes occurs between Dellarobia and an
environmentalist who has a checklist for living a
"greener" lifestyle. After having read this novel, one
cannot help but feel a greater understanding of how
deep and complicated is the position of the human
animal in the natural world, aware of our effects on
the planet, but not the master of them.

Introduction and review by Mary Anne Ciancia
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New at the Library

Films on DVD
The Right Stuff
Snatch
A Good Day to Die Hard
The Bourne Identity
The Mexican
Pearl Harbor
Born Yesterday
Withnail and I

Books on CD
Sick Puppy & Lucky You by Carl Hiaasen

Classics
A Long Fatal Love Chase by Louisa May Alcott
Quite Honestly by John Mortimer

Fiction
Art Forger by B.A. Shapiro
Sweet Thunder by Ivan Doig

Nonfiction
She Matters: A Life in Friendships by Susanna
Sonnenberg
The Bully Pulpit by Doris Kearns Goodwin
One Summer: America, 1927 by Bill Bryson

Mystery
Body Work by Sara Paretsky
Pompeii by Robert Harris
Unintended Consequences by Stuart Woods
Santa Fe Edge by Stuart Woods
Second Honeymoon by James Patterson
Gone by James Patterson

For a complete listing of Library materials, visit
http://www.hillsborocommunitylibrary.com

Notes from the Library Board

The collection team at your Library actively manages
the selection of materials in keeping with the needs
and interests of you, our membership. We have a
current campaign to replace our VHS classics with
DVDs so that the library will still have the top 100
movies of all time as ranked by the American Film
Institute. We also maintain a wish list for patrons to
request items that they would like to read and that
they think would enhance the Library’s collection.
And of course, you may always make a request for an
inter-library loan for that unique publication or use
the services of the State Library Bookmobile. In all
these ways, we strive to serve the community’s need
for information, literature and media. Come visit us!

Also a big thank you to

i,
WSFCU for its /_gr_

A

| =

(ANHITE SANDS
generous support @a\/‘_\’hi;‘f— ;)}A' DS
through this year’s T '?E“?_‘F:KN'“
grant to the HCLibrary! (REDIT (JNION

Library Hours:

Sunday & Monday: closed
Tues. 3:30 - 5:30pm  Wed. 1:00 — 4:00pm
Thurs: 3:30 - 5:30pm  Fri: 10:00am — 1:00pm
Saturday 10:00am—2:00pm

Bookmobile Schedule
Wednesday, April 16
Hillsboro:1:00 —2:00 pm Kingston: 2:30-3:30 pm
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