
Lay of the Land 
Did you know that early explorers called the Rio 
Grande the Rio del Norte, a name which it kept up 
until the 19th Century? That Albuquerque was 
originally named Alburquerque? That the area that is 
now Hillsboro was, for a short time, in Socorro 
County and Kingston was in Grant County? That the 
first name to appear on maps for Percha Creek was 
Cienega del Apache? That the Black Range was 
considered a part of the Mimbres Mountains until 
after the founding of Hillsboro? Those facts and many 
others can be discovered by studying historical maps 
of New Mexico. 

Featured this Month 
An Atlas of Historic New Mexico Maps, 1550-1941 
by Peter L. Eidenbach  

This is a large format book (14”x10”) containing 
images of historic maps that include the area that is 
now the state of New Mexico. Many of the images are 
of maps much larger than the pages of the book, 
which often shows the entire map and an enlarged 
image of the region of that map that is now New 
Mexico. There are 95 maps and about 40% of them 
have enlargements of just the area containing New 
Mexico. There are also a number of tables comparing 
nomenclature on maps or from the maps themselves. 

The maps are shown in chronological order divided 
into six historical periods which reflect the history of 
New Mexico. In most cases, each map is 
accompanied by a brief introduction discussing the 
context, historical significance, or other pertinent 
information about the map. The maps are from a 
variety of sources, most of the early ones being 
reports to the supporters of the exploration. Later ones 
include religious maps, military maps, official 
government maps, and commercial maps.    

Areas covered include anything from the entire 
western hemisphere down to individual cities or 
battle sites. They are in a variety of languages, the 
earliest being in Latin followed by a variety of 
European languages, mostly Spanish or French, with 
most of the later ones being in English.  
    
The Cartobibliography gives additional descriptive 
information such as the full title of the map (with 
translation if the original is not in English), the scale 
of the map, additional physical details or comments, 
where the map is currently located, and the web site 
and map designation in case you want to download 
an electronic copy. The electronic copies are at high 
resolution so that they can be enlarged enough 
electronically to be easily readable, which is not 
always the case with the images that appear in the 
book. 

The Notes give the end notes cited in the text, listed 
by section. There is no index, however, there is a 
detailed Table of Contents. A Selected Bibliography 
is included in case you want to further pursue the 
subject. 

Introduction and review by Joseph Diel 
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                    Mystery 
Bloodmoney by David Ignatius     
White Thunder by Aimee & David Thurlo 
The Big Bad Wolf by James Paterson 
Dark Sacred Night by Michael Connelly 
Kingdom of the Blind by Louise Penny 
Dead in the Dark by Stephen Booth 
Fall Down Dead by Stephen Booth 
Residue by Michael McGarrity 
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens 
Coyote's Wife by Aimee and David Thurlo 
Mourning Dove by Aimee and David Thurlo 
Turquoise Girl by Aimee and David Thurlo 
Easy Errors by Steven Havill    
Lies Come Easy by Steven Havill 
Secrets of Death by Stephen Booth   
Devil's Edge by Stephen Booth 
Earthway by Aimee & David Thurlo     
Ghost Medicine by Aimee & David Thurlo 
Wind Spirit by Aimee & David Thurlo 
Dying to Sin by Stephen Booth    
Kill Call by Stephen Booth 
Black Thunder by Aimee & David Thurlo   
Never-Ending-Snake by Aimee & David Thurlo 
The Wanted by Robert Crais    
The Promise by Robert Crais 
In a House of Lies by Ian Rankin 
Cross the Line by James Patterson 

                    Fiction  
Nightwoods by Charles Frazier 
Portnoy's Complaint by Philip Roth 
The Plot Against America, a Novel by Philip Roth 
Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver 
Buffalo Cactus & Other Short Stories edited by 
Seth Horton 
The Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris 

Films on DVD 
Mr. Brooks … Take Me to the River …Salt 
Ghostbusters … El Mariachi …Now You See Me 
The Mask of Zorro … Side Effects … Unknown 
Wanted … Lewis & Clark … We Were Soldiers 
The Cabin in the Woods … Nebraska … Payback 
Contagion … Corpse Bride … End of Watch 
The Finest Hours  … Murder in the First 
Stargate … The Time Machine 

                           Non Fiction  
Saving Tarboo Creek: One Family's Quest to Heal 
the Land by Scott Freeman 
Bears Ears-Views from a Sacred Land by Stephen 
Strom 
The Grand Canyon-Between River and Rim by 
Pete McBride 
Legends of the American Desert-Sojourns in the 
Greater Southwest by Alex Shoumatoff 
Liar's Club by Mary Karr 
Bellevue- Three Centuries of Medicine & Mayhem 
at America's Most Storied  Hospital by David 
Oshinsky 

New at the Library 

Bookmobile Schedule 
January 24 & February 20 

 Hillsboro 1:00- 2:00         Kingston 2:30- 3:30 

For a complete listing of Library materials, visit  
http://www.hillsborocommunitylibrary.com 

Library Hours: 
Sunday & Monday: closed 

Tues. 3:30 - 5:30pm      Wed. 1:00 – 4:00pm 
Thurs: 3:30 - 5:30pm   Fri: 10:00am – 1:00pm 

Saturday 10:00am–2:00pm 

Published by 
the Hillsboro Community Library


P.O.Box 205, Hillsboro NM  88042 (575-895-3349) 

http://www.hillsborocommunitylibrary.com
http://www.hillsborocommunitylibrary.com

